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Saint Mary’s Nursery School (SMNS) is a child care center on the University of Pennsylvania 
campus in West Philadelphia. Established 61 years ago, we serve children ages 18 months to 5 
years and provide aGercare for school-aged children 5 to 12. Though housed in a church building, 
we are a non-religious, secular organizaLon. Our vibrant and diverse community is rooted in 
creaLvity, and we nurture young children through compassionate classroom management and a 
play-based, Reggio Emilia–inspired curriculum. 
Learn more at: hRps://stmarysnursery.org/ 
 

PHLpreK Lead Teacher 
Job Overview 
We are looking for a dedicated and passionate PHLpreK Teacher to join our early childhood 
education team. The ideal candidate will have a strong foundation in child development and a 
genuine commitment to nurturing a stimulating, supportive environment for young learners. 
 
To be eligible, applicants must meet one of the following education requirements: 

• Hold an Associate degree in Early Childhood Education (ECE), or 
• Hold an Associate degree in a related field (such as Business, Child & Family Studies, 

Education, Home Economics, Family & Consumer Science, Human Development, Human 
Services, Liberal Arts, Liberal Studies, Psychology, Recreation, Social Work, or Special 
Education) with at least 18 ECE credits, or 

• Hold an Associate degree in an unrelated field with 30 ECE credits, or 
• Be currently enrolled in an ECE program and on track on earn an associate degree 

This role focuses on guiding children’s social, emotional, cognitive, and physical development, 
laying the foundation for future academic success. 
 
Responsibilities 

• Develop and deliver engaging lesson plans that support learning through play, 
exploration, and structured activities. 

• Complete required developmental assessments and input data using Teaching Strategies 
GOLD or similar platforms. 

• Use Brightwheel to communicate with families, share daily activities, and maintain 
records. 

• Educate students on various subjects, including basic math concepts, language skills, and 
physical education. 
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• Create and maintain a classroom environment that is safe, inclusive, and emotionally 
supportive. 

• Monitor and assess student progress, providing individualized support as needed. 
• Build strong, collaborative relationships with children, families, and colleagues 
• Collaborate with other educators to create an integrated curriculum that supports 

childhood development. 
• Support classroom organization, cleanliness, and daily routines. 

Skills 

• Experience working with students in an educational or daycare setting is preferred. 
• Solid understanding of early childhood development and effective teaching strategies. 
• Ability to educate young children effectively while making learning enjoyable. 
• Proficiency in teaching basic math concepts and physical education activities. 
• Excellent communication skills for interacting with children, parents, and staff members. 
• Patience, creativity, and enthusiasm for working with young learners. 
• Familiarity with tutoring techniques to support individual student needs. 

Job Types: Full-time 
Pay: $20.00 - $25.00 per hour, dependent on educational credentials and experience 
 
Benefits: 

• 401(k) matching 
• Dental insurance 
• Employee discount 
• Health insurance 
• Paid time off 
• Professional development assistance 
• Tuition reimbursement 
• Free Septa Pass 

SMNS is an equal opportunity child care provider and an equal opportunity employer. We employ 
personnel without regard to race, creed, color, ethnicity, naLonal origin, religion, sex, sexual 
orientaLon, gender expression, age, physical or mental ability, veteran status, military obligaLons, 
and marital status. 
 
To apply, please send a resume to: 
Suria: suria@stmarysnursery.org and Christy: christy@stmarysnursery.org 


